


The firm’s reputation for accessibility and availability is legendary 
and our commitment to the cause of our clients is such that we can 
be reached at all times, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. We are 
selective in the cases we choose, based on merit and subject matter. 
This allows us to give each case and every client our undivided time 
and attention. Our personal attention and comforting atmosphere 
puts our clients at ease as we guide them through the legal process 
during an often difficult period in their lives.

Throughout our history most of our clients have come to us by way 
of referral. Many are referred to us by judges and other lawyers who 
know our reputation and are familiar with the work we perform on 
behalf of our clients. We continuously receive referrals from many 
of the large Wall Street type law firms in New York City and around 
the nation as well as from medium size general practice firms and 
solo practitioners who wish to avail their clients of our expertise. 
Clients also come to us as referrals from the many satisfied indi-
viduals we have served successfully in the past.  

Our firm works on a contingency fee basis, which means that we 
do not collect a fee unless we win your case. The legal services 
and expertise of Smiley & Smiley, LLP are available to all who 
have been harmed as a result of another’s negligence. 

Smiley & Smiley, LLP, originally founded as Smiley, Schwartz & 
Captain in 1968, is one of the city’s and the nation’s pre-eminent law 
firms specializing in the areas of personal injury, wrongful death 
and medical malpractice litigation. A small boutique firm of dedicated 
lawyers, we work as a well-organized, smooth functioning team.
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Since it’s inception, Smiley & Smiley, LLP has obtained hundreds of millions of dollars in verdicts and settlements on 
behalf of our clients.

Our record of continued success for over 40 years is a result of dedication to our clients marked by such things as 
commitment, compassion, perseverance, integrity, trust, hard work, and attention to detail with an expertise in our field 
of law that is unsurpassed.

Some of our many notable results: 

$14.3 Million verdict against the City of New York on 
behalf of a ballerina in the Harlem Dance Theater who was 
rendered paraplegic after the car in which she was riding 
with a New York Yankees baseball player as driver crashed 
into an abutment on the West Side Highway. We proved that 
the city’s negligence in failing to post required warning signs 
was the cause of the accident.

$8.6 Million award obtained for “Jane Doe #1," the first vic-
tim of the World Trade Center attacks to be admitted to the 
hospital and the last to be discharged over 14 months later. Jane 
Doe suffered horrific injuries when the landing gear of one of 
the planes came thundering down upon her, crushing her legs 
and feet and severing her buttocks. The $8.6 Million award was 
the largest sum of money awarded by the Victims’ Compensation 
Fund to any victim of the World Trade Center attacks.

$5.05 Million for the family of a painter killed while work-
ing the night shift at the World Trade Center site as part 
of the Path Train Reconstruction Project following the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Our client was assigned 

the task of prepping and painting two staircase tower 
structures, which were each about 30 feet high and 
required the use of an aerial lift (man lift) to gain access. 
For his entire shift that evening, our client was working 
alone. At about 12:30 a.m., he was discovered crushed 
between the top of one of the tower structures and the 
basket of his aerial lift. We proved  that the defendants 
were negligent under New York State Labor Law § 200 in 
allowing our client to work alone without the benefit of a 
coworker and that working alone in a man lift was an 
unsafe work practice.

$5 Million for a 34 year old attorney who sustained cata-
strophic injuries to her leg as a result of being struck by a 
turning bus.  Our client was crossing the street on her way 
to work when a bus ran her over in the crosswalk.  Her leg 
was crushed and the doctors wanted to amputate, but she 
refused and asked them to do everything in their power to 
save her leg.  She underwent ten surgeries and her leg was 
saved. However she has been left with permanent skin 
grafts, scarring and loss of normal use of her leg and foot.
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$4 Million for a 33 year old physician who was struck by a turning 
bus while he was riding his bicycle to work in midtown Manhattan. 
Our client sustained multiple injuries including a crushed pelvis 
resulting in permanent bladder incontinence and sexual dysfunction. 
Despite this being a “hit and run” accident, Smiley Law identified the 
owners of the bus and held them accountable. 

$3.595 Million verdict for a subway accident victim, holding the New 
York City Transit Authority liable for the negligence of the train operator 
who ran over our client causing him to suffer an amputation of his leg.

$3.5 Million for a two year old infant who was badly scarred and 
spent one month in the Cornell Burn Unit when she was struck by 
scalding water and steam that escaped from a defective radiator when 
the steam escape valve of the radiator blew off.   

$2.25 Million for a school teacher who suffered permanent brain 
damage as a result of a failure to timely diagnose and treat a brain 
aneurysm at New York City and New York State Medical Facilities.

$2.25 Million on behalf of a New Jersey born infant who became 
permanently blind shortly after birth. The infant was born premature 
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and placed in an incubator that provided a constant flow of oxygen to assist 
him in breathing. The physicians and hospital staff committed malpractice 
by failing to properly monitor the oxygen levels in the incubator. 

$1.7 Million verdict against the City of New York on behalf of a New 
York State Supreme Court Judge who suffered spinal injuries after his 
automobile fell into a deep sink hole on a Manhattan street in front of his 
courthouse. We established that the City failed to properly maintain and 
repair the roadway.

$1.6 Million for the family of a 40 year old man who was crushed to 
death when a slab of ice fell on him from the roof of a gas station as 
his wife and 3 year old child witnessed  the devastating event. 

$1.6 Million verdict based on loss of parental guidance for the three chil-
dren of a 39 year old Asian woman run over and killed by a garbage truck 
in New York City’s Chinatown.

“Preparing for trial”



in a hole on a stairway, causing her to trip and fall. We established 
that the hole was a defect in the building’s construction that the hotel 
failed to repair.

$1.365 Million on behalf of a 39 year old demolition foreman who 
sustained career-ending injuries when he was struck in the head by a 
falling piece of concrete. 

$1.3 Million for the family of a 57 year old woman who was struck 
and killed by a New York City Transit Authority bus.

$1.3 Million obtained on behalf of a construction manager who was 
injured on the LIE.  While he was pulled over on the shoulder with a 
car problem, a tractor-trailer pulling a mobile office came around the 
bend and ran right into him. Fortunate to survive, he suffered numer-
ous back fractures requiring multiple surgeries with the insertion of 
plates and screws.
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$1.6 Million for a 50 year old man who suffered pelvic fractures and a 
crushed urethra after being struck by a UPS delivery truck that was driving 
backwards on a one-way street.

$1.56 Million verdict awarded by a Nassau County jury in the case of a 41 
year old man who died, leaving a widow and three children, as a result of his 
physicians’ failure to diagnose a blood clot.

$1.5 Million  for a 37 year old MBA graduate of Columbia University who 
sustained a brain injury after being struck in the head by a cocktail shaker 
that flew out of the hands of a bartender. 

$1.5 Million for failure to diagnose sarcoidosis, a chest condition, that 
resulted in the death of 39 year old maintenance worker.

$1.49 Million verdict against a 
hotel on behalf of a 37 year old 
woman who suffered knee injuries 
requiring multiple surgeries after 
the heel of her shoe became stuck 
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$1.3 Million for a man who suffered crush injuries to his leg and arm 
necessitating multiple surgical procedures after he was struck by a 
speeding van.

$1.3 Million on behalf of the widow and two children of a bank offi-
cer who was struck and killed by a wayward New York City Transit 
Authority bus.

$1.2 Million for a 44 year old electronics engineer from Sweden who 
fell 15 feet through a hidden gap in a catwalk at the City of New York’s 
Automatic Vacuum Accumulation Center in Roosevelt Island. The fall 
caused cognitive dysfunction and prevented him from continuing his 
engineering career.

$1.2 Million on behalf of a 34 year old man who suffered brain dam-
age and was in a coma for 4 weeks after being a passenger in a vehicle 
that crossed into an oncoming traffic lane and hit another vehicle 
head-on.

$1.2 Million for a 36 year old man who suffered permanent loss of 
function of his left arm and hand when his doctor negligently tran-
sected his ulnar nerve and axillary vein during a routine surgical 
procedure to remove an abscess in his underarm. 

$1.15 Million on behalf of a 46 year old single parent and his 5 year 
old son who suffered severe burns when their housing project apart-
ment became engulfed in flames from an electrical fire in the middle of 
the night. We proved that the housing project failed to maintain work-
ing smoke detectors which would have warned the father and son in 
time to escape from injury.

$1.035 Million for the family of a 
single 42 year old woman who was a 
Vice President for a major securities 
company and died in the World Trade 
Center attacks.

$1 Million on behalf of a 60 year old 
man whose physician failed to timely 
diagnose terminal prostate cancer.

$1 Million for the estate of two chil-
dren killed in Queens fire. It was 
determined that the owner of the 
small building had illegally converted 
the apartment, used the attic as a second-level living space, and failed 
to provide a proper means of escape in the event of a fire.

$950,000 for a 30 year old pedestrian who suffered multiple fractures 
of both legs when he was struck by a hit and run drunk driver.

$925,000 for a CNBC television cameraman who fell from a cliff while 
shooting a rock climbing exercise near West Point, requiring a knee  
replacement. We established that the equipment provided by the 
excursion company supervising the climb was faulty.

$915,000 for a 30 year old Broadway casting director who was rendered 
quadriplegic as a result of his being in an antique wooden guide boat at night 
on Lake Placid when it was run over and demolished by a large power boat 
traveling at a high speed. Despite the limited available insurance coverage, this 
was the largest verdict ever recorded in Essex County, New York at the time.

JUSTICE...
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$871,000  for the family of a single 26 year old man who was attending a conference on the 106th floor in the North Tower at the time 
of the World Trade Center attacks.  

$850,000 for a 31 year old woman who suffered a crush injury to her hand when she was struck by a cement truck and knocked off 
her bicycle.

$800,000 in favor of a 64 year old woman who suffered head trauma, multiple other injuries and was in a coma for 9 days after her 
vehicle was struck from behind by a rental vehicle.

$750,000 verdict in the case of a 46 year old registered nurse who suffered permanent numbness of her lower lip and jaw, as a result of 
her dentist’s negligence during dental implant surgery. At the time, this was the highest reported verdict in New York County for a 
parasthesia injury.

The work of the lawyers of Smiley & Smiley, LLP and the many successes we have yielded for our clients over the years would not be 
possible without the efforts of an experienced and dedicated support staff.

Our team of investigators, all former police detectives, thoroughly explore the details and facts of every case. Among the many things 
they do is locate witnesses, obtain witness statements and take photographs. They ensure that the lawyers in the firm have access to all 
of the available information needed to determine precisely where the fault lies in any potential lawsuit.

Since many of our cases involve vehicular accidents, construction accidents, premises liability as well as negligently maintained high-
ways, roadways, streets, bridges and sidewalks, we work with an experienced and talented team of forensic engineers, accident recon-
struction analysts and human factors experts.

In order to maximize awards for our clients, and to illustrate the impact to the jury of the damages sustained, we also work with reha-
bilitation experts, vocational assessment experts, economists, medical experts of all specialties and graphic artists, all of whom are at the 
top of their field.
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GUY  I. SMILEY
A graduate of Cornell University, B.A. 1960 and the Columbia University School of 

Law, J.D. 1963, he was admitted to the New York Bar in March 1964. A compelling 

and unwavering force on behalf of his clients, Mr. Smiley is also noted among his 

peers for his warm and friendly manner when dealing with clients.  This rare and 

winning combination for a lawyer, together with a profound and broad knowl-

edge of the law, both textbook and practical, have made him a favorite guest on 

many TV shows seeking expert legal opinions. 

Frequently quoted, he has been interviewed extensively on the New York City 

network TV affiliates and in the three major city daily newspapers on subjects 

ranging from police brutality to negligent highway design. He has appeared on 

Dateline, CNN’s “Burden of Proof,” COURT TV and on such other National programs 

as ABC-TV’s Good Morning America. He is frequently quoted by popular New York 

stations such as WCBS and WNBC-TV, Fox TV News, WWOR-TV, WABC’s “Morning 

Talk Radio,” and WCBS and WINS all news radio.

A frequent lecturer on trial advocacy, Mr. Smiley believes it is important to share his 

knowledge and expertise with his peers as well as with the younger members of the Bar.

His numerous legal affiliations include having served as Secretary and Treasurer of 

the New York State Trial Lawyers Association and member of its Board of Directors; 

member of the American Association for Justice; arbitrator for the American 

Arbitration Association; arbitrator for the Small Claims Court Division of the Civil 

Court of the City of New York; co-chairman of the Combined Judicial Screening 

Panel of the City of New York and member of the Advisory Board of the “New York 

Jury Verdict Reporter.”  He is listed in “Who’s Who in American Law.”

Mr. Smiley has been named as one of the Top Attorneys in the New York Metro 

Area and has been listed in the SUPERLAWYERS section of the New York Times 

and New York Magazine. 

When he finds time in his busy schedule, Mr. Smiley enjoys skiing and playing tennis.

The senior partner of the law firm that he founded in 

May 1968, Guy I. Smiley is well known both in the 

legal profession and as a result of his numerous appearances 

on television and in print. A leading authority on personal 

injury and wrongful death, Mr. Smiley has a long string of 

victories in these areas, both in the courtroom and as a result 

of pretrial settlements.

Learn more on our video-based website:  
smileylaw.com/attorneys
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ANDREW J. SMILEY
he was selected to coach the School’s National Trial Team, champions for the 

Northeast Region of the U.S. and representative of the region in the U.S. National 

Finals in Houston, Texas. Today he continues as an active alumnus at Brooklyn Law 

School where he has coached law students on the moot court national trial teams 

as an Adjunct Clinical Instructor of Law.

Mr. Smiley has obtained millions of dollars in verdicts and settlements on behalf 

of the clients of Smiley Law and has regularly appeared on television networks 

providing legal analysis on issues involving personal injury, medical malpractice 

and wrongful death. He has appeared on CNN, Headline News, Fox News, 

MSNBC, Court TV and The Morning Show and has been interviewed and quoted 

by The Wall Street Journal, The New York Law Journal, The New York Post, The 

New York Daily News, and by CNN online news. He provides legal commentary 

in written, audio and video formats on his nationally renowned blog at www.

injurylawsuitblog.com.

The many organizations in which he is currently active include serving as an officer 

of the New York City Trial Lawyers Association, and a member of the New York State 

Trial Lawyers Association, the New York State Bar Association, the American 

Association for Justice, The American Bar Association and the National Order of 

Barristers.  He is admitted to practice law in all of the courts in The State of New York 

as well as the United States District Courts in the Eastern and Southern Districts of 

New York and the District of Vermont. He is also admitted and qualified as an 

attorney of the Supreme Court of The United States of America.

Andrew J. Smiley is an amateur chef, trained at the Institute of Culinary Education. 

He enjoys world travel, photography, tennis, water skiing and Muay Thai 

Kickboxing.  
A ndrew J. Smiley is the managing partner and lead 

trial attorney of Smiley & Smiley, LLP.

After graduating with honors in Psychology from Tulane 

University in 1993, he attended Brooklyn Law School, from 

which he received his J.D. in 1996. Among his many 

achievements and honors as a student at Brooklyn Law School,  

 

Learn more on our video-based website:  
smileylaw.com/attorneys
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JASON D. FRIEDMAN
Prior to joining Smiley & Smiley, Mr. Friedman gained valuable experience 

defending civil actions in the areas of medical malpractice and labor law. The 

knowledge he brings to the firm from his experience in defending doctors and 

hospitals enables him to anticipate defenses and refute them effectively.  Clients, 

therefore, reap direct benefits from Mr. Friedman’s unique knowledge about how 

the “other side” works.

Earlier in his career, Mr. Friedman prosecuted criminal actions as an Assistant 

District Attorney.  He earned his law degree from Brooklyn Law School in 1996 

where he was a member of the National Trial Advocacy Team and, in 1990, earned 

a B.A. in economics and philosophy from the State University of New York at 

Binghamton.  

Mr. Friedman regularly provides legal commentary on television networks such 

as Fox News, Headline News and TruTv.  He is active in numerous legal organiza-

tions including the New York State Bar Association, the American Association 

of Justice, the New York State Trial Lawyers Association and the Brooklyn Bar 

Association, where he is Secretary of the Medical Malpractice Committee. 

Mr. Friedman is proud to have been a volunteer with Trial Lawyers Care, where 

he represented families and victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks 

and helped obtain $8.6 Million, the highest award given by the Victim’s 

Compensation Fund, for one of the injured victims. He is admitted in all courts 

of the State of New York, as well as the Federal Bar in the Eastern and Southern 

Districts of New York. 

When out of the office, Jason D. Friedman enjoys skiing, boating and juggling.Jason D. Friedman is the partner in charge of the firm’s 

medical malpractice division. He has obtained millions 

of dollars in verdicts and settlements due to his dedication, 

meticulous investigation and close collaboration with the 

best medical experts. Mr. Friedman possesses the unique 

ability to explain complex issues in ways that are easily 

understandable by clients as well as juries.  

Learn more on our video-based website:  
smileylaw.com/attorneys
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WRONGFUL DEATH
A “wrongful death” claim is a statutory cause of 
action that may be brought on behalf of a surviv-
ing spouse, children and parents of a decedent to 
compensate them for the losses they sustained 
as a result of the wrongful death of their fam-
ily member. The “wrongful” act that resulted 
in death may have been intentional, reckless or 
negligent, as long as it is of the character that 
would have permitted the decedent to maintain 
an action for injuries had death not resulted.

CATASTROPHIC INJURY
Catastrophic injures are injures that demand 
significant medical treatment - or which have a 
long-term effect on a person’s life. Some victims 
do recover while others suffer from permanent 
disability, suffering and a shortened lifespan. In 
the face of legislatures and insurance companies 
increasingly imposing absurdly low compensa-
tion for such victims, it’s important to have expe-
rienced legal representation - especially because 
sufferers of catastrophic injures are often the 
most vulnerable victims.

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
The term “medical malpractice” refers to any 
misdiagnosis, treatment, lack of treatment or 
other departure from the accepted standards of 
medical care, health care or safety on the part of 
a physician, hospital or other health care provider 
that causes harm to a patient. A medical mal-
practice injury can often result in catastrophic 
consequences.

MOTOR VEHICLE, BUS, 
TRAIN ACCIDENTS
Motor vehicle, bus and train accident injuries 
cause extraordinary suffering and loss to motor-
ists, passengers, pedestrians and their families. 
Injury victims face potentially devastating medi-
cal bills, pain, suffering, lost wages, and loss of 
quality of life. Family members suffer mental 
anguish, economic loss and loss of compan-
ionship. In the event of death, families can be 
torn apart with no prior warning whatsoever. At 
Smiley Law, we’re known for promptly investi-
gating the crash, and helping our clients recover 
extensive monetary settlements and judgments 

that help them ease their pain and get on with 
their lives.

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS
Every year, thousands of construction workers 
are either injured or killed in construction related 
accidents. If you or a loved one have been hurt 
at a construction site, you need the unrivalled 
expertise and experience Smiley Law brings to 
every case we accept.

PRODUCT LIABILITY
If you’ve been injured, or someone you know 
has been killed as the result of a defective prod-
uct, Smiley & Smiley, LLP will help argue your 
claim against the manufacturer (and if appropri-
ate, the wholesalers, distributors and sellers) of 
the defective product to get just compensation 
for your injury.

PREMISES LIABILITY
Premises liability involves injuries that occurred 
on some else’s protperty due to the negligence 
of the property owner - or by the owner’s actions 
that created an unsafe condition.

DENTAL MALPRACTICE
Smiley & Smiley, LLP represents victims of the 
following types of dental malpractice 
cases:
Permanent nerve and/or structural 
injuries resulting from:
 * Dental malpractice injuries to the  
 nerves of the tongue, jaw & lips;
 * Wrongful death resulting from   
 dental procedures;
 * Anesthesia injuries and anesthesia  
 deaths;
 * Failure to detect or diagnose oral  
 cancer;
 * Negligent placement of dental   
 implants;
 * Negligent management of nerve   
 injury/trauma following surgery;
 * Negligent removal of wisdom   
 teeth (3rd molars).
 
LASER/LASIK EYE SURGERY
If you or a loved one has suffered 

from complications or loss of vision after laser 
eye surgery, you may be entitled to monetary 
damages. If your complication was the result of 
medical malpractice or negligence, we can help 
you collect money for your injuries.

SLIP & FALL
People often sustain injuries as a result of slipping 
or tripping as a result of another’s negligence in 
failing to maintain their property in a safe condi-
tion. Accidents regularly happen when people 
trip on defective sidewalks, slip on snow and ice,  
fall as a result of an unmarked step or as a result 
of any other unsafe condition. These accidents 
may occurr on city property or private property 
due to the negligence of the property owner in 
failing to maintain the property in a reasonably 
safe condition.

NURSING HOME NEGLIGENCE
Over a million senior citizens and the disabled 
reside in nursing homes. The law demands 
that these nursing homes exercise the highest 
practical level of care for each patient. Some do. 
Unfortunately, others do not. Often, it’s loved 
ones who suffer for the nursing home’s lapse 
in care.

PRACTICE AREAS

Learn more on our video-based website at:  
smileylaw.com/areas
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When one of your important clients reaches out to you for 
help with reference to a personal injury, medical malpractice or 
wrongful death matter, you want to be ready to direct them to 
the right legal firm. You want to know that the firm you recom-
mend will not only provide expert legal counsel but will treat your 
important clients in the same caring and dignified manner that 
you do. Smiley and Smiley, LLP has represented corporate CEOs, 
the family of an Academy Award winning actor and the daughter 
of a former U.S. President. These clients were referred to us by 
attorneys who knew of our successful results and our ability to 
provide extraordinary client care and counsel.

We are proud to have received referrals from attorneys 
in the following outstanding law firms:

Arnold & Porter

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft

Clifford Chance

Davis, Polk & Wardwell

Debevoise & Plimpton

Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz

Guzov Ofsink

Greenberg Traurig

Kaye Scholer

Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy

Morrison & Foerster

Mound Cotton Wollan & Greengrass

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison

Shearman & Sterling

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom

Sullivan & Cromwell

Weil Gotshal & Manges

White & Case

Willkie Farr & Gallagher

Winston & Strawn

COUNSEL TO THE PROFESSION

Learn more on our video-based website:  
smileylaw.com/counsel

Smiley Law has developed a special expertise in handling the 
unique needs of important individuals, recognizing they demand 
an extraordinary level and manner of legal service. Our experi-
ence working with prominent and successful individuals has 
equipped us to serve distinguished clients in a manner equal 
to their position in society.

Please feel free to call upon us 24/7 if we may be of assistance 
to you and your clients.
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The attorneys at Smiley Law are regularly sought out by the media 
for our legal expertise. We frequently appear on television to provide 
commentary on legal issues and trials in the news. 

To see our real time video library of TV appearances, visit:
smileylaw.com/media

Smiley Law provides legal commentary and 
answers questions about personal injury law 
on our blog at injurylawsuitblog.com

IN THE NEWS ... AND ON OUR BLOG



smileylaw.com
Smiley & Smiley, LLP  60 East 42ND Street,  New York, New York 10165
(212) 986-2022     Toll Free 1-866-SMILEYLAW     info@smileylaw.com

For more information, visit us online at smileylaw.com. Our site features professionally produced, high-resolu-
tion, video that literally “speaks” to the visitor. The video capability of the site enables the lawyers of Smiley Law 
to virtually speak to the prospective client as if we are being interviewed in our law firm’s offices. A documentary 
filmmaker conducted interviews of the three partners Guy I. Smiley, Esq., Andrew J. Smiley, Esq. and Jason D. 
Friedman, Esq. which appear on the site’s “Attorneys” pages.

The website offers video, text and case result information for each of the firm’s practice areas. Other pages feature 
information on medical malpractice, wrongful death, construction accidents and product liability litigation. The site 
design allows for the firm to continuously update content, case results and newsworthy lawsuit filings in real time.




